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YOUR PRESIDENT SAYS

It is hard to believe that we are glready entering the lust quarter of
1986. There are a lot of things to plan for in the final quarter of the ycar.
Plans are being made to hold the 1987 BVARC banguet at the River Bend
Country Club in Sugar Land. It will be on Thursday January 8th at 30 P,
This is the only 'formal' event of the year for the club. Wwe have a nice
meal, some time to visit with cach other and then we install the new ol-
ficers for the coming year. It was a lot of fun last year and it is a good
chance to bring the XYL with you. Please plan to attend. We are going to
bring the price down SO those with a tight budget will fecl good about
attending, too.

I noticed in the newsletter {rom the San Antonio Radio Club that ilay
wangler WSLDZ is starting a road trip to visit the speciul service clubs in
the west Gulf Division. 1 would like to find out if we are oh his list, so we
could get an update on the A.i.R.L. and what is going on close to home. 1
want to thank Doug and starie tioltey for inviting us to hold our picnic at
their home again this fall. We enjoy it and we appreciate il Thunks 18
also directed to Tom 3cllers K3CkU for the nice holder. e thought it
would be perfect to hold the flyers we distribute about the elub 1 also
want to thank Ray WASF for all the work lie has done with our VU progra.
if you would like to help out at the Juvenile Disbetes Wwalk this year, Ly
would like to hear about it. Sece you at the meeting and the picaie.

73 Steve WADLG



BVARC MEETINGS
MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS

DATE: Second Thursday DATE: First Thursday
TNk 7:00 PM Eyeball TIME:  7:30 PAl

7:30 Pil Meeting & Program PLACE: Corporate
PLACL: Missouri City Courthouse, Drive

located one mile south of VE Exam

Us 90-A on FM 2234 location

BVARC NETS
Public Service Net Ft. Bend Cty. Emer. Net
DATL s Mondays DATE: Mondays
TIME: 9:00 PM Local TIME: 8:00 Pi Loecal
PLACE:  145.47/144.87 PLACE: 145.25/144.65
Slow Speed CW Net agehew Net
DATE: Wednesdays DATE: Wednesdays
TInE:  7:45 PM Local TIME: 8:30 PM Local
PLACE: 3.740 Mz PLACE: 3.960 Mhz
BVARC OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT ..., Ce ey Steve Schuster, WASG
VICE PRESIDENT ... ..iuunuunnnnun. ... Joe Ross, KA5GTU
L L D N Herb Nance, NSFLy
TUEASURER .ovuvennnunnun. .. e aneaan George Jolly, NDSE
DIRECTOR - 3 year ......... Cerereeaa Clint Gilliland, N5FNA
DIRECTOR - 2 year ................... Jim Arnold, WSRNK
DIRECTOR - 1 year .......uuuunuo ... Carter Beghtol, KD5XX
DIRECTOR - Past President ........... Harold Parker, NDSF



Treasurer's deport as of September Z1, 1984
Submitted by George W. Jolly, NDSE

Batance as of August 23, 1986 1,255.32

Receipts:

Sale of one patceh 2.560
September veeting 50-30 drawing 9.00
Total Lleceipts: 11.50

Expenses:

September Bulletin printing and mailing 137.28
Total Expenses: 137.23
Balance as of August 23, 1386 1,129.54

The Septemnber Voor Prize winner was Norinan Wheatley, REFLQIT.
Madison Electronic Supply donated the prize, a two meter
antenna.

The October Door Prize will again be a two meter antenna
donated by Madison Llectrounic Supply. lHope to see you all
at the meeting!

Don't forget our fall picanic on Saturday, October 18! If
you can mnake it I'm sure you'll enjoy it.

We are considering opening a savings account for BVARC. If
anyone has any comments on the idea please tell a board
mmember .



N WERE TEKE ON SEPTEMBER 11th:

WASG WBOZPE  KASDUU  KA3SGM KASWEB NSLAF WBSI1GG
WoHFsS NDAF WASF KCIGR KB5ALU  WNSG KASWGT
LASILG  WADHZNM  KASZAU WASBOEN KASTJS MN5SAFY wBsB
KAJGYG  WA4PSO KASZAN  NEGLK N5SFNA WHB3SKRN K5HLTW
NSJKD WNDSA KASVSH KASBYSL KF551 NOGZW KB5AKS
NDSLE KASWHI

Louis Culliek

BVARC PUBLIC SERVICE LHONOR ROLL

A. BVARC Field Day at Brazos Bend State Park -- June 28th
B. Mother's Day at Sharpstown Shopping Center-- May 3rd
C. M5-150 Bike Ride from Houston to Austin -- April 19-20
Steve Schuster WASG -A,B,C Diek Hagerman WB5SRN -A,B
Joe loss KASGTU -A,B Roger Messick KASNTY -C
George Jolly NDSE -B,C Herb Nance NSGZW -A,B

Ruy Dillard WASF -A,B,C Hon Nanee NSI«F -B

Jaek VunDermark WNSA -A Steve Yates KASDUU -A
Riek Covert WDSL -A Laura Yates KA5SGM -A
Kathy Jolly KASWHK -B,C Harold Parker NDSF -B
Steve Dunkelberger N5JBL -A Ron Bolyard KASGYG -A

Allen Mattis -8B

I am sure this list is incomplete., Please let me know of
any omissions or corrections. Thanks. Steve WA5G

NET CUNTROL SCHEDULE

28 - BVARC Publie Service Net 144.87/5.47(ALT, 144.65/5.25)
9/1 - KASTJS 9/8 - WASOEN 9/15 - WNLA 9/22 - KA5SDUU
/27 ~ NSGZW

7oM - BVARC idag Chew 3.960 Mhz.
978 - WBSIGG 9/10 - WB3IGG 9/17 - WB5IGG 9/24 - WB5IGG

80M - LVARC Slow Speed Cw 3.740 Mhz.
9/3 - OUpen 9/10 - Open 9/17 - Open 9/24 - Open
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ROSTER CHANGLS

ANY CORRECTIONS TO THE ROSTER [NFORMATION SHOULD 8L
GIVEN TO JACK WNSA AT HM#i 495-1121 UK Wiké 975-6300.
R Kok ok ok o ok o R R R K R R K ok R R R ok R K kR KR K KRR R R Rk kK

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING September 4 L1986

The BVARC Board of Directors met at the offices on Exchange Drive
on Thursday Scptember 4th, 1986.  Those present were KASGTU, NDSF,
N5FNA, NDOE, NSGZW, WHNOSA, and N3FSS. WASG was absent. llis proxy
vote was NDSE.

‘Phe board discussed the need for placing extra copies of the newsletter
at Tex-Comin Center and at Madison Electronies. It was mentioned that
Ray Wangler W5LEDZ is up for re-election as the director of the A.lLR.L.
West Gulf Division. It was decided that LVARC would oversce the flea
market operation at llam-Comm. The times for that will be froin 7:00 AN
to 5:00 PM on Saturday October 4th and from 7:00 AM to 12 Noon on Sun-
day October 5th. Telephone call assignments were made to notify the mem-
bership of the coming meinbership meeting. A motion was made by Harold
ND5F to forin the nowinating committee that will seleet nominces for the
election of officers to be held at the November membership meeting, Joe
seconded that motion und liarcld will ehair the committee. The meeting was
adjourned at 10:30 Pai.

Minutes taken by lerb N5GZW and submitted by Steve WASG

MINUTES OF TUHE GENERAL MEMBLRSIP MEETING Secptember 11 1380

The Brazos Valley Ainateur Radio Club held its monthly meetling on
Thursday Scptember 11th at 7:30 Pil in the City Couneil Chambers in ilis-
souri City. The meeting was called to order by Steve WASG at 7:35 PM. It
opened with a standing roll call.

Susan KASWEB gave the details about the fall pienic. It will be held at
the home of Doug lolley KE3SSKR on Saturday Qctober 18th at L:00 Pal. A
sign up sheet was left for those wishing to bring things to eat. BSusan also
brought up the subject of a Christinas party for discussion. Suggestions len
to the planning of a Texas Tumbleweed style outing in Deceniber.

flarold ND5F announced the election of the officers for 1087 that oc-
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curs at the Novemnber meeting., 1Ray WASF gave a report on the Novice
class ut Tex-Comin.,  George ND3E anncunced the plan for the flea market
at Ham-Comim. Ray WASF announced that BVARC will have two exam ses-
sions in October, one in conjunction with the eiass at Tex-Comm on October
21 at 8:00 PM and the regular one on Octeber 25 at 5:00 AM. Hay also
asked for helpers for the Juvenile Diabetes Walk on November 2nd.

The proup discussed the proposed loeation for the 1987 BVARC DBanquet.
wB5IGG gave his endorsement for returning to the River Bend Country Club
aguin next year. It was decided to do just that and to make the ticket
price lower so more folks could attend. It was suggested that if we made
any money on th: flea market operation at Ham-Comin, that we use those
funds to subsidize the banquet. The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 PM and
a progrum on 2400 baud modems and packet followed.

sinutes taken by ilerb N5GZW and submitted by Steve WASG

FCC ISSUES NEW RFI HANDBOOK
From W5Yl Report

The Field Operations Bureau, FCC, has just released a new
"Interfcrence Iandbook". It is the best ever! Written by the staff of their
Public Service Division, the manual identifies sources of interference to hoine
entertainment equipment and recominends an appropriate solution.

Covered 1is interference involving two-way t{ransmitters, television,
computers, paging systems, VCR's, TV booster amplifiers, telephones,
electronic organs, AM/Fii radios, stereo/hi-fi equipment as well as electrical
and power line RFI. ‘

A chapter lists dozens of manufacturers of consumer eleetronics and
what each will do to assist the public with RFI problems involving their
equipinent. Performance ratings of low-pass, high-pass, power line and other
filters are also given.

Step-by-step transmitter {and television) modification instructions advise
qualified technicians how to eviet KF interference. An interference check list
tells amateur operators what to do when they get a report of TVL

The 64 page full color handbook will be available at all FCC field of-
fices shortly. It is must reading for every ham operator!



WwHAT IIAS THE LEAGUE DONE FOR YOU?

what has the League done for me lately? Strange you should ask, for
just today one of your lab technicians, Jon Bloom, saved me untold hours of
laborious mathematical calculations in designing a new anlenna.

I am among that vanishing breed of hams who don't own a ecomputer,
and my last exposure to a table of logaritlims was 31 years ago when 1
graduated from college. But the story by KV5E on his LPDA's for 80 and 40
in August QST prompted me to try one for 306 and 20.

After struggling with the computations and finally throwing in the towel
(not to mention my little pocket caleulator), I phoned headquarters and asked
for the Technical Department. Expleining my plight to Jon, he asked if 1
would consent to be put on hold a couple of minutes,

Thinking he was going to have to look up something, I was quite
surprised when he came on the line in a moment with complete dimensions
for a two-band LPDA! It was a quick and simple matter for the lab con-
puter to run up the calculations.

Sure, the call cost a couple of bucks; but the effort it saved ine in
tedious (and probably error filled) work was worth the $25 ARRL imeinbership
fee.

But I really shouldn't have been surprised at this service. About threce
years ago, a neighbor's ceiling fan speed control was ereating so mueh hash
it wiped out the entire 160 meter band on my receiver. Another call brought
the saine fast, sure results. 1 was given the brand name, supplier and even
catalog nuinber of a filter that cured the probiem.

Sure, the League represents me in Washington, at WARC's, keeps my
GSLs coming and going to DX, and all those other good things that we tend
to take for granted. But when this antenna is finally up and radiating RE to
points around the world, I can look out the window at it and say "That's
what the League has done for me". - Drayton Cooper, N4LBJ, Bishopville,
South Carolina - lie-printed from Oetober ST.



ELECTIONS FOR 1987 B-VAKRC OFFICEKS NEARS!

flark your calendars — Noveinber 13th is a very important date for B-
VARC to eleet its new Officers and Directors for 1987.

Election of Officers will be the first item of business on the agenda at
the regular B-VARC membership meeting in November. Please make plans to
attend and vote to register your support for these new Officers for 1987.

The elective positions to be voted on are for the President, Vice-
President, seceretary and Treasurer f{or the upcoming year and the 3-year
Director.

vur Bylaws provide for a Nominating Commitlee consisting of three B-
VARC Past-Presidents, The Nominating Committee for 1987 will be composed
of llarold, NDF as the Chairman with Ron, KASGYG and Steve, WAS0EN.

If you would like to be considered for one of these elective positions,
plcase contuct any member of the Nominating Committee immediately and
volunteer your services.

Iif you would like to recommend another B-VARC member for one of
these positions, please call the Conunittee immediately so they ean also be
considered.

If you are approached by either the Nominating Committee of another
B-VARC menber to fill a position on the 1Y87 slate of officers, consider it
an honor and a privilege and please accept the invitation!

ilarold, NDA3F will preside over the election of officers at the
November, 1886 general membership mmeeting on November 13th al the Mis-
souri City Civie Ceiter. Nominations will be accepted from the floor for
eacii elective position BEFORE the nominating committee's selection is
announiced, A vote from the meinbers present will then be conducted to
determine the winner. Please determine in advance that the person you
nominate will serve B-VARC diligently.

Please call Uarold, NDSF at 464-9044 anytime to volunteer yourself for
a position on cur slate or to recoinmend one of our members for a position.

REMEMBER - NOVEMBER 13TH IS B-VARC ELECTION DAY !

submitted by ilareld, ND5F
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THE HORIZONTAL "L" ANTENNA
by Allen F, liattis NRAFV

During the past few months, several BVARC members have asked me
about my low band HF eantenna. The antenna 1 have used for the past 4
years on the low bands is a modified version of an end-fed wire, and
resulted from my experimentation in trying to develop a low band iIF an-
tenna that would fit on a sinall urban lot, and unlike a sloper, would not
need to be supported by an antenna tower. It has served me well at two dif-
ferent QTHs in Tulsa, and at my present location in Houston.

1 originally put up the antenna to work 160 meters, but have used it on
all bands from 160 through 10 meters. During 2 years of highly active opera-
tion in Tulsa, I worked and verified 49 stales and 12 countries on 160 ineters
using a Kenwood TS$-520S with approximately 100 watts output. In addition,
in the same 2 years with only moderate operating activity, 1 worked 35
states and 4 countries on 80 meters, and 47 states and 6 countries on 40
meters. During the past year, I have used the same rig and a similar antenna
here in Houston, and with only moderate operating activity, 1 have woried 41
states and 4 countries on 160 meters, 29 states and 2 countries on 80
meters, and 25 states and 4 countries (including 7S) on 40 meters. llere in
tlouston, I also use the horizontal "[" as my prineipal antenna on the higher
HF bands. During the past year, with only light operating activity, 1 have
worked 17 states uand 11 ecountries on 20 imeters, and 9 states and 20
countries on 15 meters. In addition, 1 am very active on 10 meters, and
despite the current sunspot minimum, [ have worked 39 states and 20
countries during the past year on that band.

Materials for the antenna are inexpensive and eesily obtained at any
Radio Shack store. The antenna itself consists of 22 gauge, plastic insulated,
stranded hook-up wire. Porcelain or plastic insulators are also necessaty.
Light weight alwninum TV antenna masts are needed to support the antenna.
In addition, heavy duty stranded copper wire and a ground rod are required
for the ground system. Maximum cost for the antenna, if all items are
purchased, should be no more than $50. If materials from a "junk box" are
available for use, and if an existing structure may be utilized to help support
the antenna, the cost may be considerably less. I spent $17 for the materials
used in my antenna here in Houston.

The horizontal "L" antenna is an end-fed wire, and requires use of an
antenna tuner. The wire antenna is 160 feet long, and is measured fromn the
antenna connection at the antenna tuner. Because there is no feediine, it is
itiportant to run the wire out of the shack and up into the air in the
shortest possible route. This miniinizes the potential problem of RF feedback
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to station equipment. I run mny antenna wire out throuzh the wall, and using
TV lead standoff insulators, up the side of a 20 foot antenna imast which
supports my 2 meter Ringo Ranger. The antenna wire should be run in &
straight line as far as possible. Ideally, the total 160 foot wire should be run
in a straight line, however, the size of most urban lots prevents this.
Therefore, 1 run the wire in one direction as far as the dimensions of my
property lot allow, and then bend the wire at approximately a right angle
and run the remainder of the 160 foot wire in that direction. This creates an
"L" shape. Antenna supports are necessary at the corner where the antenna
bends and at the ends of the antenna. The antenna should be at least 20
fect in the air, and as is almost always the case, the higher the better. It is
a pood idea to use a pulley or similar arrangement that allows the end of
the antenna wire to be lowered so that the length of the antenna can be
easily adjusted.

Like most end-fed wire antennas, the horizontal "L" requires use of a
zood ground system. I have a ground rod installed outside the wall of my
shack, and connect my antenna tuner to this ground. In addition, buried ecoun-
terpoises are part of my ground system. lleavy duty stranded copper wire,
whieh is sold in 65 foot lengths by Radio Shack, works well for these buried
counter poises. I use two 65 foot counterpoises, and attach them to my
ground rod. One counterpoise is positioned beneath the antenna wire along
the long side of the "L". A second counter poise extends from the ground
rod toward the end of the wire antenna. Thus, the two counterpoises are
positioned in a "V" configuration. I bury these counterpoises 3 to G inches
beneath the surface of the ground. If, for any reason, it is not possible to
position the counterpoises in this tnanner, they can be buried in other
configurations, however, the performance of the antenna may not be as good.
'The quality of the ground system is a eritical faetor in performance of the
antenna.

When first putting a horizontal "L" antenna on the air, it is necessary
to adjust the antenna. The eritical length is approximately 160 feet, but will
vary slightly. Through the use of trial and error, the antenna wire will have
to be trimmed to the exact length at which it will tune to an scceptable
SWit on all standard liF bands from 160 through 10 meters. As little as 2
inches in length can make a significant difference on 80 meters. When trim-
ming the antenna wire to its final length, be sure to use low power when ad-
justing the antenna tuner to check the SWR on each band. When an accept-
able SWR can be tuned on each band, the antenna length is properly
adjusted, and the antenna tuner settings for each band should be recorded to
save time when changing bands during future station operation.

‘The configuration of the horizontal "L" antenna may be modified to suit
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the specific needs of the operator or his loecation. For example, if the
operator wishes to run high power, the antenna should be constructed of
heavier wire, and the structures that support the antenna will have to be
sturdy enough to support the additional weight. The shape and size of the
operator's property lot may not permit installation of a standard 160 foot
horizontal "L". Because of the small size of my property lot and the location
of my house with respect to the lot boundaries, my antenna here in louston
is actually "U" shaped, and the counter poises are buried around the
perirneter of my house rather than directly beneath the antenna. As a result,
the antenna does not perform as well on 160 and 80 meters as the standard
horizontal "L" antenna. But, the performance on 10 meters is actually better,
perhaps because the "U" shape is approaching a horizontal ioop econfiguration
for the higher UF bands.

End-fed wire antennas such as the horizontal "L" are easily modified
and changed. If the performance of the antenna is not satisfactory, a change
in the positioning of the antenna wire or counterpoises may produce the
desired improvement. llelpful information regarding end-fed wire antennas
may be found in almost any of the various published antenna books available
to amateur radio operators. Sometimes, however, there is no substitute for
personal experience and experimentation.

Antenna,

e~ hntenna Tuner 160' Total Length

Buried
~ Counterpoises

Ground
Rod ~

Il

MAP VIEW - HORIZONTAL "L"

I encourage the rest of you to share your radio experiences with us,
even if some of them have been bad experiences, the rest of us may avoid
the same pit-falls by reading about thewn instead of learning the hard way
after spending many hours of grief and frustration not to mention money.

Brenson Abbott - N5FSS
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TIHE WONDERFUL WORLD OF CALL SIGNS5

Few things are more important in our hobby than our ecall signs. We
proudly display our call on our license plates, in our shacks and on our shirts
in the form of little plastic tags. We work hard to receive our licenses, so
our call signs are highly valued. In the past nine years, US call signs have
undergone some big changes.

Before we address the issue of call signs, we must first look at the
licensing process. After all, without licenses there would be no call signs!

Your ham ticket is actually two separate licenses: the operator license
and the station license. They are both contained on the same picce of paper,
but they are entirely separate. The operator license gives the FCC's permis-
sion for an "individual" to be the control operator of an Amateur Radio
station. The operator license also gives the operator the class of license.

The station license, on the other hand, allows an Amateur Radio station
to transmit from anywhere the FCC regulates telecommunications. The call
sign is part of the station license; call signs are issued to stations, not to
operators! This is an iinportant distinction. The holder of a station license
also holds the operator license, except in the case of clubs, military recrea-
tion and RACES stations, which are only issued station licenses.

Now that we have dcifferentiated the two types of licenses, let's look at
some questions frequently asked by aimateurs.

What is the present FCC call sign assignment system? - Calls are as-
signed sequentially by an automated system. The Commission does not
deviate froin this system. The system selects call signs from blocks or groups
of calls that reflect the licensee's operator class and mailing address and
call sign region. There are nearly 10.3 million call signs in four groups.
Group A calls are issued only to stations licensed to Amateur Extra Class
operators. Group A 2 x 1 calls, such as K111R, are presently being issued. In
the fourth call distriet, all 2028 Group A 2 x 1 calls have been issued.
Amateur Lxtras are recciving Group A 2 x 2 calls, like AA4AT. Group B
calls use the 2 x 2 format and are assigned to stations of Advanced
operation. An ecxample of a Group B 2 x 2 call is XBINM. Group C calls are
issued to General and Technician class. These arc 1 x 3 calls with N, K or
w prefixes, such as N4JJJ. Group D calls go to Novice class operalors, and
they are always 2 x 3 calls with prefixes beginning with K or W, such as
KB473GL.

tlow many ecalls are available for distribution? =~ There are ap-
proximately 99,000 unissued calls in Group A. In Group B there are 505,000,
and in Group C 378,000 calls are left for distribution. Group D contains over
8.8 million unissued calls! 'I'his should last for a while! The system selects
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only calls that have never been issued previously. The computer program used
for the assignment does not have the capability to recover the call signs
from those who become Silent Keys or who drop out. The system assigns
from the next lower group after all calls from one group have been depleted.
This is already happening in Alaska and Hawaii since Group A eall signs ran
out. Group B calls are being issued to Extra Class operators.

Is it possible to find approximately where the system is in issuing calls
in a particular call distriet? - Yes, at the beginning of each month the Get-
tysburg office of the FCC issues a public notice of the last call sign issued
in each group. Gettysburg consumer assistance also maintains a eall sign hot-
line for obtaining this information. The consuiner assistance phone number at
the FCC is 717-331-1212. General inquiries regarding licensing may also be
directed to this number, This same information is available from the
Regulatory Information desk at ARRL HQ for an SASE. This inforimation is
also printed in "The ARRL Letter" and often in the Happenings column of
QST.

When are stations eligible for new call signs? - An amateur station is
eligible for a new call only when the licensee upgrades the operator license
or when changing the mailing address to a new call sign region. A new ecall
also may be obtained when you present call is not from the group for your
present license class.

When I upgrade, can I keep my present station cali? - Yes, you may
keep your present call if you desire to do so. Calls are changed only when
specifically requested and you are eligible.

UPDATE OUF VEC'S MAINTAINING QUESTIONS

The FCC proposed on June 12, 1985 to allow VEC'S (Volunteer-Examiner
Coordinators) to assume tmaintenance of Amateur operator examination ques-
tion pools, a function currently performed by the FCC. At this point the
FCC now determines the various questions for each of the four written
Amateur operator examination elements, PR} Bulletins 1035 A, B, C and D.

The FCC has advised all VEC'S that new rules adopted August 4, 1986,
allowing VEC's to compile and revise the questions for a particular examina-
tion element will give VEC's "even greater flexibility to work with other
VEC's and with educators, publishers and radio experts."

"All you (VEC's) have to do is to give them (VE's) instructions on how
to select the questions. They can even obtain question sets and telegraphy
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messages fromn another supplier, so long as the supplier uses yot\r VEC ques-
tion pool and follows your instructions on how to seleet questions.”

During early September, newly revised instructions were sent to all
VEC's detailing the new procedures adopted in PR Docket 85-196 and at the
1486 Conference of VEC' held at the FCC/Washington DC last month.

Ordinarily they would have become effective as soon as the Office of
Management and Budget reviews and clears the new procedure. The Paper-
work Reduction Act of 1980 requires that OMB approve all new "information
collection activities.”

At least three Petitions for Reconsideration have been filed, howcver,
and it appears that it will be some time (probably "months") before VEC's
maintain the question pools and VE's design tests. No new rules can go into
effeet until these petitions are disposed of.

meeting in St. Louis two weeks ago, the ARRL's Executive Committee,
voted to file a Petition for Reconsideration requesting that the FCC delay
the order transferring the question pool maintenance responsibility to the
VEC.

The most recent ARRL Letter said "This step would preserve the right
of the ARRL to appeal to the US courts if the Board of Directors feel it
necessary. The Committee strongly felt that the adopted rules were not
specific regarding the difficulty of the respective written examination
elements. This creates a likelihood that amateur exams will, over time, drift
away from the standardization that the FCC itself acknowledges is essential
to the examination program.”

This statement is confusing in that VEC's at the 1986 Conference were
in unanimous agreement that written examination guestions should be stand-
ardized and took steps by forming a nCommittee for Question Pool
iaintenance” to insure this. The purpose of the Committee is to provide a
vehicle whereby VEC's can collectively agree on written examination question
pools.

The Lesgue has never told its membership about the standardization
position taken by the VEC's at the conference and gives the impression that
chaos will result by having a muititude of question pools with varying de-
grees of difficulty. The ARRL VEC manager agreed to serve on the com-
mittee "pending approval by the ARRL directors.” It appears that the League
has chosen not to support the concept. The final date that Petitions for
Reconsideration can be filed is now over. A ruling is expected about month
end.
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VOLUNTEER EXAMINATION SESSION SCHEDULES

The following are the Amateur Radio license examns scheduled to be of-
fered in this area in October and November. Info listed as:
A. SPONSORED BY
B. Session date
C. Session location
D. For infomwution contact

1.A. BRAZOSPORT ARC 4.A. HOUSTON BQID SCCIETY
B. Nov. 1 B. Nov., 22
>. Clute, Tx. C. Houston, Tx.
D. Steve Ray KASBKRI D. Alan Cross WASUZB
409-274-7494 713-847-9183
2.A. BRAZOS VALLEY ARC 9.A. HOUSTON HAM QUNVENTION
B. (1) Oct. 21, 7PM B. Oct. 4
(2) Oct. 25, 9AM C. touston, Tx.
C. (1) Houston, Tx. D. Steve Ray KASKRI
(2) Stafford, 1x. 409-274-7494
D. Stu Lankin WB531GG
g WS-T17-3345 6.A. SAM HDUSTON AR KLUB
) B. Oct. 18
3.A. GOLDIN TRIANGLE EXAM CQOvM. C. Cleveland, Tx.
. Oct. 4 D. San Neal NSAF

A
B
C. Beaunont, Tx. 713~592-2257
D, Trene Thamas; Rt 4 Box 920

Orange Tx.” 77630

- .
L

A NEW NOVICE CLASS

% We've just learned another Novice class is under way In the Houston
“ared. This one is being put on by the Houston Echo Society and had its first
meeting on October 13 with 8 class sessions scheduled, with exani night to
be the ninth session. We also understand they will begin immediately there-
after a 15 week TECH/GEN course, ineluding CW practice to bring the class
up to 13 WPM. For more information call Karl Medealf WiK5\1 at 781-2151.
As a matter of interest, the first class session had 28 students' ilow about
that?



ABOUT THE BRAZOS VALLEY AMATELR RAD'O CLUB

Organized in 1977, the club has toa krewing steddily. It is a gatheriny place for ham
radio operators in Southwest Harris and Ft. Bend Counties and surrounding communities.
It is a general purpose type of ham club offering a variety of activities open to all interested
persons. Membership is open, not only to licensed ham operators but also to anyone
interested in the hobby. In addition to regularly scheduled monthly membership meetings,
the club conducts classes leading to amateur radio licenses each year and sponsors a
volunteer examiner team which offers examinations in all levels of ham licenses each

month.
For more detailed information about the ciub and any of its activities, call Stu Lamkin

WBSIGG at (713) 777-3345.

PICNIC SCHEDULE
Qur [all picnic has been scheduled for Saturday, October 18, 1986 to be
a rain out date has been set at Saturday, October

held at the lolley's house,
3.00 per person and you are requested to bring a

25, 1986. Admission is $
disn of food. Contact Susan at 2392-2302 for details and coordination of the

food cishes.

DIAMOND WALK
need some volunteers for the Diamond Walk on

November 2, 1986,
Sunday, Nov. 2. 9:00 Ali at the north parking lot of the astrodoge. Need
mobile rigs, iIT's & mag wounts. Call Ray WASE 11-467-9245 w—4s‘zow

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Bt Lamkin, WBAHTIEDE
7A01l Heilig
Houston , Tw 77074




