B-VARC BULLETIN

The Monthly Publication of the
BRAZOS VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB
Serving Fort Bend and Harris Counties

Editor in Chief: Vincent Orlando, WASETS - 774-7651 (0800-2100 hrs)

About the Brazos Valley Amateur Radio Club . . .

Organized in 1977, the club has been growing steadily. It is a gathering place for HAM radio cperators
in Fort Bend and Southwest Harris Counties, and surrounding communities. It is a general-purpose type of
HAM club offering a variety of activities open to all interested persons. Membership is open, not only to
licensed HAM operators, but also to anyone interested in the hobby. In addition to regulariy-scheduled
membership meetings, the club each year conducts classes leading to amateur radio licenses, and each month
sponsors a volunteer-examiner team that offers examinations in all levels of HAM licenses.

To obtain information about the club and its various activities, please call the Houston Amateur Radie-Helpline
(713) 488-4HAM (488-4426). For information about joining the club, contact Randy Pollard AK5G: residence
729-6484 or work 224-3930.

Volume: 15 Issue: 8 August 1992

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED e

From: Brazos Valley Amateur Radio Club, Inc.
P. O. Box 1630
Missouri City, Texas 77459

i

B-VARC MEETING SCHEDULE
Thurs, Aug. 13 General Meeting Allen Mattis NSAFV
7:30 pm Sugar Land Community Center 5314 Wigton
P'mm: The South Texas Houston, TX 77096
Balloon Launch by Andy

McAllister, WASZIB

Thurs, Sept. 3 Board Meeting
7:30 pm Missouri City Fire Station
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Notea From The President . . .
by Randy Pollard, AK5G

‘Ne are nearing the season for all of us to put our
emergency radio training to use. Not only is it
Hurricane season, hut it is also the "running and ke
riding” ssason. First let’s talk about hurricane sea-
san. One never knows when one of these will pop
up and with what intensity it will hit. When one is
near, the frequenciss to tune to are: Gulf Coast
Hurricane Net 3.935 Mhz, Harris County EOC
146.84 Mhz, and Ft. Band County EOC 145.49 Mhz.
Next is the communication for all of the running and
biking that B-VARC traditionally handies. Make plans
to haelp on some or alt of these svents. it will take
time, but with all of the fun and fellowship the time
passes quickly.

The speaker for the August 13, 1992 mesting will
pe Andy McAlister WASZIB who will talk about and
show the South Texas Balloon Launch.

Special thanks go to Dick NSOUT and Betty KAOTEN
for their organization of the ice ¢ream social and
especially to all of the members who made and
brought the ice cream and cakes. This was another
great and successful mesting!

73 de AKSG

B-VARC Board of Directors Meeting

Minutes, July 2, 1992
by Paula Holcombe, NSULY
Recording Secretary

Minutas of the last meeting were read and approved.
Funds in the club treasury to date: $3,772.28,

Randy Pollard reported that he sant letters of thanks
on behalf of B-VARC to Gerry Borg, Bill Dessens,
and Larry Levy for their help with the special events
station; to M.D. Andarson Cancer Center for allow-
ing us to use their radio aquipment far the Special
Events Station; tc Bill Kemp for his invaluable help in
the coordination of Field Day this year; and to Mr.
Walt Packahm, Diractor of Bear Creek Park, for his

(“aoperation and help in allowing us to hold Field Day

4t tha park.

Glenn Edwards advised the board that B-VARC has
been asked once again to coordinate communica-
tions for next year's MS-150 event and that Septem-

B-VARC RAG CHEW CHECK-INS

3.960 MHz 8:00 pm Wednesdays
Complled by Mefvin Thatoher KB5ION

Ady 8 1992
KB5ION NCS, KESSR, KISSC, KBBDNT, NSAFY,
WEIHY, WSBEFB, NSKXU, J73TW, WBGHK,
NSVRR, KBSLFU, NSBL

Juty 15, 1992
KBSION NCS, NGAFY, KISSC, WHEFB, WHSRN,
KB5LFU, W5GHK, WHIHY, AK&G, KG5KV, K5DIY

Sty 22, 1992
KSSION NCS. KBSIL, WSEFB, WSIHY, KI5SC,
KBEDNT, WABSCE, KS0IY, KISCE, KB5LFU, AK5G,
WRESAN, NSAFV, KGSKV, VPZMCW, NSKXU

ber 213t thru Qctober 26th is the tentative schedule
for the next Nowvice/Tech ¢lass,

Field Day went well with estimates of 100-125 in
attendance.

Paid club members as of this meeting were 206,

Rag Chew Net check-ins are low due to mid-summer
vacations, etc.

The Board has reviewed sample certificates to be
issued for participation in the Special Events Station;
they will be going ta press soon.

The World of 10-10 intemational
by Al Mattis, NSAFV

The big news this month in Ten Tan International
centers on the slection of five new diractors for the
organization. There are eleven candidatss running for
the five positions, and the slected directors will
serve a four-year term. One of the candidates is
Dave Prichard, KASOVO, from southeast Houston.
If you have not received your ballot in the mail,
please check to see if your dues are current. If you
feel your ballot was lost in the mail, contact our
Area Manager, Grace Dunlap, KEMRU, at P. O. Box
13, Rand, CO 80473.

By the time you receive this Sulfetin, the Ten Ten
Summer Phone QSO Party will be history. This




year's Summer Phone QSO Party will take place
August 1-2, 1992, and the Houston S.H.O.T. Chap-
ter is making another run at taking first place.

" Announcements have been made on local nets

asking for help in the contest. Remember, even if
you do not have a Ten Ten number, your contact is
still worth one point to each Houston S.H.O.T.
member who is participating in the contest. Please
support the local chapter and try to help them out in
the QSO parties. The S.H.0.T. chapter has set an
all-time record by winning eight consecutive Ten Ten
International Phone QSO Parties. In recent years, the
chapter has also won a couple of the Cw QSO
parties.

This monthly column does bring you the latest news
concerning Ten Ten International. In fact, last
month’s column gave you information about the
winners of the 1992 Winter Phone QSO Party. To
my knowledge, this column contained the first
published list of the winners — remember, you read
it first in the B-VARC Bulletin!

The Houston S.H.O.T. net meets every Tuesday
evening at 8 pm local time on 28.488 Mhz. All
amateurs are welcome to check in, even if they do
not have a Ten Ten number. If your are not a mem-
er of Ten Ten International and wish to join the
organization, please check in to the net. There are a
lot of exciting activities in Ten Ten, and many
friendly people can be found on the 10-meter band.

73 de NSAFV

Plan for Public Service
by Stephen Dunkelberger, NSJBL

Do you enjoy providing communications for races,
rides, and other type of events? B-VARC has earned
a reputation around Houston as being able to provide
reliable and responsible radio communications for
these events. Sometimes, event directors call us at
the last minute asking the club to provide communi-
cations.

As Public Service Events chairman, | am developing
" call-up list of amateur radio operators that enjoy
working public service events. You would regularly
be asked if you would like to work an event, some-
times on short notice. By placing yourself on the
call-up list, you are not automatically volunteering

for an event but rather telling us that you would like
to be considered regularly for an event. (I did have a
list last year, but | would like to start the list over
from scratch. If you were on the previous list and
would like to be on the call-up list again, you'll have
to let me know.)

IF you are interested, please give me Stephen
Dunkelberger a call at home at 781-6703 or drop me
a letter or see me at the club meetings.

1992 Field Day Summary
by Bill Kemp, KG5CB

This year’'s Field Day was held the weekend of June
27-28 at Bear Creek Park in West Houston. We had
the largest turnout of operators and visitors in recent

-

S & 4t ¢

Cass Germany KG3IT and Stu Lamkin WBSIGG socialize during Field Day

memory. As usual we had to put up with the hot
and muggy wx along with the traditional morning
thunderstorm!

Here is a rundown on our final score:
Total Contacts: 654
Total Points: 2818

Most of the activity was on 20m and 40m. Our
longwire balloon antenna was a real success after
we changed tuners and got it up and running. We
also had probably the most publicity ever for this
event. Numerous articles covering our field day were




Betty Wilcox KAGTEN logging Field Day contacts

found in the local media, and we were interviewed
by several local radio stations.

| wish to thank everyone of the volunteers who
helped plan this event and made it our most suc-
cessful field day ever!

Look for our results in QST later this year.
CQ FIELD DAY!

Results of the July Amateur Exams
by Harold Parker, NDSF

B-VARC again sponsored and administered the
ARRL's Amateur Radio Examinations that were held
on Tuesday evening, July 14, 1992, at Strake Jesuit
College Preparatory in Houston.

The V.E. Team
Carl Albrecht, AASJW
Harold Parker, ND5F
Joe Tarrant, KSDIY

Assistants
Cass Germany, KG5IT
Irene Gordon, NSAYX

A total of thirty-nine exams were administered

during the evening to twenty-one applicants. Ten

~—nlicensed candidates received their new "no-code”

echnician license. Five others upgraded with a total

of thirty elements passed. The overall "pass rate”
for the evening was seventy-seven percent.

Congratulations to all the following who upgraded
and/or passed exams:

Michael Arnett — Technician
Richard Arnett — Element 2
Richard Basaldua, KB5SJG — Advanced
Henry Blassingame — Technician
Phillip Cates — Technician
Esteban Cordova, KBSTAJ — Element 4A
Rick Fitch, N5XVZ — Advanced
Michael Garner, NSYIP — Technician
Michael Gregg — Technician
Ronan Gregg — Technician
Russell Greve — Element 2
William Hermann — Technician
Josept Hsieh — Element 2
Daniel Kerr — Technician
Sheldon Parks — Element 2
Henry Pham — Technician
Eric Ritzie — Technician
Eddie Saifi — Technician
Don Schexnailder, KASTUQ — Extra
Lew Smith, KB5QYF — General

Many thanks to all the Team Members and Assis-
tants who volunteer their valuable time and effort
each month.

All of us at B-VARC again thank Vincent, WASETS,
and everyone at Strake Jesuit College Preparatory
for making these excellent classroom facilities avail-
able to us for our exams each month,

73's ... ND5F

On The Bands
by Randy Pollard, AK5G

Some good late night ducting on these hot days ...
Had 80 people at the ice cream social meeting —
GREAT! ... Anyone go to the Texas City hamfest? ...
How about the Austin Hamcomm? ... Ester passed
her Tech Test ... Any more upgrades? ... Get Well
Soon to WSIHY ... NSUNE and KG5CB still experi-
menting with cross-band repeating via airplanes ...
N5UOG still taking great pictures of all our events ...
N5VRR new rig Yaesu 5200 ... AK5G speaker at
QCWA meeting ... Recent people at Saturday Break-
fasts: NSUOF, KAOTEN, KG5KV, N5TIB, N5VRR,
NSUOA, NSWMA, NSWLY, KBSEXM, N5SPTN,
WASOEN, NSUNE, AA5BD, KG5CB, N4SKR ?,
NSPRC ?, W5GLD, KE5SR, KBSTOJ, KSHFY ... July
Sidewalk Sale was big: over 150 lookers ...

73 de AKS5G




Farewsll ta a Friend
by Al Mattis, NSAFV

7~ viewed the building thunderstorm near Lake Eufala

rrom the window of the airplans. It looked like an
illustration from a textbgok as the setting sun
iltuminated the towering clowds. it was a fitting
backdrop for my thoughts as the aircraft headed
south to Houston,

I had not known Gerson very well, We had always
talked about computers, radio, and slectronics in
gereral, but never some of the mare important
things in life. In the last eight hours, | had leamed
how similar he and | were. | had reached that con-
clusion by gaing through his radio aquipment and the
varipus papers from his shack. | had missed his
funeral; it came during a particularly busy period at
work when | has handling operations on three drilling
weils. My wifa, Anita, flew up to Tulsa to reprasent
our family, That was almost a year ago.

The aircraft banked, and | could see a line of thun-
derstorms ahead. We were turning to avoid flying
through the haavier storms. Tha captain made the
usual announcament about fastening seat befts, and

J p~2Is0 instructed the flight crew to suspend cabin

ervice and take their seats. | thought again of

Gerson, and the interest we shared in momitoring the
weather nets in Tulsa during times of severe weath-
1. | do not remember hearing Gerson check in ta the
waeather nets, but in gur neéxt conversation it would
be clear that he had been listening. He listened far
mare than he transmitted. Gersan, WB5ZM!, had a
technician class license and had been licensed (onger
than ).

Looking through Gerson‘s radio equipment had told
me & lot about him. Most of his equipment was the
same vintage as mina. | learned that at one time he
had operated OSCAR satellites. CW did nat come
easy for him, but he operated CW on the HF bands,
Now he was a silent key, and | had agreed ta hielp
seil his gear.

The airplane ride was smoather now, as we put the
line of thunderstorms behind us. | asked the flight
attendant for a cup of coffee, and settled down to
enjay the rest of the flight. As | drank my coffee, my
thoughts were still on Gerson. | had finally forgiven

«nysalf for missing the funeral, and | was in a better

qame af mind. 73 Gerson, my friend. WBSZMI de
NSAFV.

RUN YOUR BUSINESS CARD AD HERE!

Contact: Steve Gottlieb, WASOEN
bus. 785-4646, res. $33-7249

MariSEMENT TECHNOLOGY
Able (o see the forest for the trees!

arbmmitmm‘:m:ﬁf:h
e growing bomtnesary, -

RON HARRIS
(aka NSMED)
Phone 713/961-9600

LAWRENCE COX, sc. npc-His
CENTINED AUNOPROSTHO(OGET  NBOUT
BELTONE HEARING AID CENTER
Mg AVENUE K 708 POMNDEEN
ThEAS 17471 HOUSTOM, TUXAS 77634
113/342-1206 T13/977.3781

September Bulletin Deadline

Articles and other material destined to be printed in
the September issue of the B-VARC Suffetin should
be submitted by no later than August 27th. Please
give such to Vincent Orlandc WASETS; 8900
Bellaire Boulevard: Mouston, Texas 77036-4699 or
FAX {713) 774-6427,




1992 ATTENDANCE ROSTER

B-VARC GENERAL MEETINGS
AASJW Carl Albrecht
WOKN Ernest Andarson
KBSLHT  Steve Anderson
W4FBG Dick Atkinson
KBSRZI Don Barnett

Tommy Bohls
NBAPW Gerry Borg
AASZK Bob Brigham
NSPKW Beth Brown
NSNTO Don Brown, Jr.
KBSKLY Oon Brown, Sr.
KEAAD Don Busick
NSMHV Larry Cobb, Jr.
NEOUZ Lawrence Cox
KB5PA.J Marion Chambers
KISSC Michasl Chambers
KBSDNT Ralph Cheek
KISZD George Clark
NSOUZ Lawrancs Cox
NSTGN Alan Crawford
NSYKY Barbara Cresl
NSLYB Fred Creel
Craig Culver
NSUNE Tony Cypert
WDSAIN John Davidson
/WASPMT  Steven Deaktor
ABK XU Bill Dessens
WASF Ray Dillard
NSYKX Bob Duer
N5JBL Stephen Dunkelberger
KBSKNC Alicia Dyer
AASGA David Dyar
KBSGUY Debra Dyer
NSLGS Karia Dyer
KB5ICQ Susan Edwards
KESMY Mark Figlds
N5XVZ Rick Fitch
KB5TOJ Michasel Gentle
WSGHK Allen Glueck
Backy Glueck
WABROEN Stave Gottlieb
Johnt Grimes
WABSCE Ron Grimes
N54Q0 Sharon Grimes
KBSLDY Carl Hacker
NSVRR Don Hadley
WBSSRN Dick Hagerman
NSVCX Mika Hardwick
KB5SKU  James Haselwood
Smith Haselwood
NSULX Jan Hays
NSUQH Max Hays
KE&SSR Doug Holley
7N5ULZ Kelly Hughes
I5RZN Emmett Jackson
NSYKV Marc James
KESHE Jim Jennings
KG5C8B Bill Kemp
N5XGW Charles Keng
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N5UOG Bud King
N5SQVI Jardan Kossack
WSIHY Lou Kronberg
NSOUT Dick Krusa
NOSC Eiton Kytle
Martha Kytle
N5SPTN Michasl Lay
WSEKRG T. J. Layton
WOD5DRB Larry Levy
NSVHU David Litchford
N1GZQ Grace Maglin
KC1vVW Roy Maglin
N4SKR Gailen Marshall
NBAFYV A) Mattis
KABDKS Ken McAninch
WBSUTM  Scott Merryman
NBWLY Robert Mevers
KBSPLA Brian Molsberry
AASLF Stave Moynihan
NSTBI Max North
WASBETS Vincent Onlando
Sandra Owen
NDSF Marold Parker
NBYOU Tim Psarce
KISDR Scott Pederson
KBSLFU Roger Pokladnik
AKSG Randy Pollard
Pallard Harmonic
KG5KV Charles Prochaska
Julia Prochaska
Rachel Prochaska
Jassica Ricco
Jody Ricco
NBYKR ichael Ricco
Robert Ricco
NSNAS Vic Richard
NSVRP Dennis Rogers
AASBD Jos Ross
NSPNX Eddie Runnar
NBEXGT Gene Russell
KSHFY Claude Sessions
NSURI Guy Shechter
NSSDL Steve Shick
NSPRC Steve Skeiton
KBSEXM Irv Smith
KBSQYFKT Llew Smith
Stuart Smith
NBVTV Richard Snitkin
NSWMA Uraida Starr
N5STGM Frank Stiver
WEBSVYR Charles Taylor
KBSION Melvin Thatcher
KD5JC Ed Truitt
NSKID Terri Van Slyke
WEBSIBT Don Wade
N5XWB Dann Washburn
NSZUE Gerald Webb
KF5ZL Bob White
KAQTEN Betty Wilcox
J73TW Tony Williams
NEYYP Larry Wilson
NSCPA Sam Wilson
WSGLD fFrank Wood
TOTAL:

SAN
~
~

LN

NN RN NN AN SNSSASN
NN

NSNS AN SNANASSASNS N
NS
LA SAANAAANSAANSS SN

CASRAS

<

<
<

NASNN SAANAN NN SNASANS
~ NN NANAS <
SNANANNANAN NN

>
(=)
o0
o N
o
o




GADGETEER'S ELECTRONIC
SUPPLY

890 WESTPARK DRIVE MFJ
HOUSTON, TX 77083 ARRL
M (713 8786578 ALINCO
FAX: (71397685678 LARSEN
HUSTLER
LAKEVIEW
VAN GORDCN

LOU MARINO 0% DISCOUNT TO HANS
PRESIDENT 1On Selected Merchandiss)

CITY ELECTRONIC SUPPLY

7015 Atwell
Houston, Texas 77081
(713) 663-6066
Alex — WASUHT

Serving the Electronic Community with a wide
variety of small parts: plugs, connectors, wire,
boxes, chassis, toroids, RF chokes, efc.

Now stocking Larsen antennas!

Car Stereos * Car Alarms = Car Phones
Custom Installation Services

River Oaks Car Stereo

5532 Weslayan
(bahind Randalls)
Houston, TX 77008

Eddie Runner - NEPNX
(713) 681-9981

MDUSTRIAL » AMATEUR SURPLUS

DONALD P. BUSICK
MADISON ELECTROMICS SUPPLY. INC

12310 ZAVALLA ST
HOUSTON. TEXAS 77085
HEAAD PHONE 713 7I9-TX0
WEUW 1800231 . 308T (U S

Lou Kronberg
. Chairman of the Board
S WSIHY

EPO

ELECTRONIC PARTS OUTLET INC.

2815 FONDREN, HOUSTON TEXAS 77063 @ (T13) T84-0140
FAX (713 7845740

Components, test equipment,
computers, cable, meters,
surplus bought and sold.

Mon—Fri 9—6, Soturday 9-3

(713) 587-1064

HAMMER COMMUNICATIONS

DAVE & CINDY HAMMER
2407 QUIVER DR.
HOUSTON, TX 77087

WJSB & NSLXE

RADIO CONSTRUCTION, REPAIR, INSTALLATION
BROADCAST & TOWER SERVICES

RUN YOUR BUSINESS CARD AD HERE!

Contact: Steve Gottlieb, WAS0EN
bus. 785-4646, res. 933-7249




A. Houston Marathon
B. MS 150 Bike Ride

Albrecht, Carl
Borg, Gerry
Brigham, Bob
Cheek, Ralph
Clemmons, Bill
Creel, Fred
Cypert, Tony
Deaktor, Steve
Dessens, Bill
Dillard, Ray
Dunkelberger, Steva
Edwards, Glann
Edwards, Susan
Eilers, Wade
Firth, Dave
Fitch, Rick
Freedenberg, Henry
Garland, Trey
Gordon, lrene
Hacker, Carl
Hadley, Don
Hagerman, Dick
Hammer, Dave
Hardwick, Mike
Harris, Ron
Hughes, Kelly
Jackson, Emmet
Kemp, Bil)

King, Bud
Kozinetz, Claudia
Kytie, Eiton

Lay, Michael
Levy, Larry
Lewis, Glenn
Lockhart, Steve
Mattis, Allen

1992 B-VARC

PUBLIC SERVICE HONOR ROLL
Compiled by Stephen Dunkelbarger, NSJBL

C. Clean Air Challenge Bike Rids

AASJW B
NSAPW AD
AASZK B.D
KBSDNT A.B.C
NSXWT D
N5LYE D
NSUNE B,D
WA3PMT D
NSKXU ACD
WASF  AB.C
NGJBL D
WB4LZG AB
KBSICO AB
WNSTEN B
KH3AE B
N5XVZ D
NSHF A
NSRXZ A
NSAYX A
KBS5LDY A,C,D
NSVRR D
WB5SSRN A,B,C,D
WJSB B
NEVCX AB
NSMKO A.BC
NSULZ A
NSRXN A
KGSCB B,D
NSUOG ABLCD
NSVCZ A.CD

NOSC ¢
NSPTN A.B
WDSDRE A.D
KISCE D
NSZUC B
NSAFY A

Micnhimer, Tarry
Morrison, Menry
North, Max
Onda, Terry
QOrando, Vincent
Parkar, Harold
Pearce, Tim
Pederson, Scott
Pokladnik, Rager
Pollard, Randy
Prochaska, Charlie
Richard, Vic
Rickets, Rabert
Rogers, Dennis
Ross, Joe
Shechter, Guy
Skelton, Steve
Stvirk, Stephen
Shorthose, Ron
Smith, lry
Snitkin, Richard
Staniey, Tim
Starr, Oraida
Stiver, Frank
Thatcher, Mel
Van Demark, Jack
Wade, Don
Warden, Mike
Webb, Garald
White, Bob

Whitehaad, Lawrence

Williams, Yony
Wilcox, Betty
Wilson, 84l
Winfard, Clem

Please report corrections ar additions to NSJBL

N5YKS
WOHRIY
NSTBI
KISFO
WABETS
NOSF
NSYQU
KISDR
KBSLFU
AKSG
KG5KV
NSNAS
NSJKD
NSVRP
AASBD
NSURI
NS5PRC
NSSOL
NSPHL
KBSEXM
NSVTV
NSPHM
NSWMA
NSTGM
KB5ION
WNSA
WBG(BT
WB3HZP
NGZVE
KF5ZL
KI50T
J73TW
KAOTEN
KASGH!
WEBSSHU

0. B-VARC Special Event Station
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